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Comparative Studies vis-a-vis
Translation Studies

Sunil Sawant

For a long time, Comparative Literature was largely
confined to histories of literatures, showing patterns of
connection and influence, laying emphasis on sources, on
documenting how texts came to be read across culrural and
linguistic boundaries, on tracing origins and establishing
the cultural basis of national consciousness (Bassnett 1993:
34), It was Henry Remak, the founder of the idealistic
transnational approach of the Great Books, who proposed
that comparative literature “is the comparison of one literature
with another or others, and the comparison of literature
with other spheres of human expression” (Remak 1961: 3).
This formalist model too avoided socio-economic or political
issues.

In the West, comparative literature has now been called
into question by the alternative schools of thoughr such as
structuralism, post-structuralism, feminism, deconstruction,
semiology, psychoanalysis, etc. Much of the critical space
previously occupied by comparative literature has been now
largely swept by Literary Theory, Women’s Studies, Semiotics,
Film and Media Studies and Culrural Studies. Susan Bassnert
writes: “,..the term ‘comparative literature’...has little meaning
today (not that it ever had much meaning from the
outset)...comparative literature as a formalist exercise is in
decline™ (Bassnett 1993: 158).
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promoting the Marginal Voices and Man Booker
Prize Winning Indian English Novels

Suntl Sawant

This paper is an attempt to analyze Man Booker Prize
Winning Indian English novels in relation to postcolonialism by
swating these novels within different debates mside this
enormously vast, complex and heterogeneous area of
scourse.

Eduward Said's Orientalism (1978) is a critique of Western
descriptions of Non-Euro-American others. For Westerners,
the knowledge about other societies was a form of power to
deploy against the very subjects of inguiry. Said claims that
Furopean culture produced a range of cultural texts with the
overt and covert intention of managing “the Orient pdm’caﬂﬁ
Waologically, mulitarily, ideologically, smcn*tlﬁfa%?gﬁ)
Maginatively during the pGSt—Erﬂighteﬂmﬁﬂthod - (1975

 The cultyral texts were pmduced to serve Ehﬂ Ef wﬁtﬁkl{
| w These cultural texts became a lens to ViEW ﬁm @E
Yith 3 set of stereotypes justifying and neceasieRRe =

O View the author's 'given’ in the light of texts/
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